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Office of the Parish Priest 

St Joseph’s Parish is committed to the safety, well-being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults 
 

  
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Since commencing my appointment at St Joseph’s Malvern, it became apparent that I needed 
to review the parish finances. This involved looking at parish income stream and outgoing 
expenses, as well as ensuring that the parish has sufficient funds put aside to cover both 
immediate and short-term maintenance as well as any visions for the future. While the parish 
is currently solvent and is able to cover its expenses, we have minimal funds to meet some 
immediate maintenance requirements. 
 
Anyone visiting the presbytery during winter would have experienced the ‘refrigerator’ 
conditions that the parish staff were working in. The presbytery / office heating unit is 
unserviceable and unrepairable, and needs to be replaced.  The parish is currently in the 
process in rectifying this situation. 
 
Additionally, the garden bed located on the east of the church is unable to drain water away 
from the church wall. The end result is that excess water is pooling in the garden bed and thus 
has the potential in causing rising dampness and future structural damage to the church 
foundation.   
 
Way Ahead 
 
In an effort to find funds to address the heater and plumbing issues the Parish Finance 
Committee has decided to suspend the principal payment owing on the church loan until 
March 2023. 
 
The parish has engaged a new cleaning contractor for the church and presbytery (ground 
floor) at a slightly cheaper rate than the previous contractor.  
 
The parish is also reviewing the costs associated with maintaining the gardens and lawn. For 
the past 10 months, on average the parish is spending $1718.28 per month ($429.57 per 
week) on the garden. The parish can no longer justify such an expense at this time.   
 
The retirement of Mrs Chris Earl also provides the opportunity to reduce the hours required 
for a parish secretary. Currently we are advertising the secretary position for 3 days a week 
(Wed-Fri), 15 hours a week. The flow on effect is that office hours will be reduced.  
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In collaboration with the current staff we will endeavour to address the pastoral and ministry 
needs of the parish. The business management side of the parish will revert back to me, as 
the parish priest. Kate will be employed for 7 hours/week to take on the day to day financial 
administration of the parish. 
 
The good news is that JoCare is now self-funding and are able to meet their expenses 
independent from the parish. The parish currently contributes approximately 20% towards 
Kerri Anne’s salary in her role as pastoral associate.  
 
The bottom line is that I am attempting to find savings and to discover potential revenue so 
that the parish can get on top of its maintenance requirements as well as provide vital 
pastoral ministry.  
 
I need to express my disappointment that only one parishioner has expressed an interest in 
joining the Finance Committee. This will mean that there are three parishioners on the 
committee. I have now approached Malvern East parishioners to join this Committee. As I 
have stated previously the parish is required by Canon Law to have a financial committee. 
Please consider joining this committee, it is an advisory committee and you are not involved 
in the day to day finances of the parish. Meetings are held six times a year. If you are unsure 
about expectations please contact me to discuss. 
 
I take this opportunity in thanking you for your stewardship contributions that supports the 
missionary work of the parish and your priests.  
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
 
 
Monsignor Stuart Hall. 
Parish Priest 
 
4th November 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


