
First	Reading,	15th	to	18th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
Between the 15th and 18th Sundays in Ordinary Time, there are three readings from the 
Pentateuch or Torah (two from Genesis and one from Deuteronomy), and one reading from 
the book of Ecclesiastes (Wisdom literature).  

Readings for Ordinary Time, Year C 
Fifteenth Sunday, Deuteronomy 30:10–14 
Moses’ words to the people emphasise that God’s commandments and laws are not far 
beyond human reach or capability, but are actually deeply embedded in the human heart. 
The Law is a guide to a meaningful life: ‘the Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth 
and in your heart for your observance.’ 

Sixteenth Sunday, Genesis 18:1–10 
Abraham offers hospitality to the Lord who comes to him in the form of three desert travellers. 
Without hesitation Abraham makes them his guests, and with the help of Sarah his wife, 
serves them their best foods. This transforming visit concludes with a free gift of God, given 
via the guest’s promise that the hitherto barren Sarah will give birth to a son within the year.  

Seventeenth Sunday, Genesis 18:20–32 
While the modern mind may struggle with the notion of Abraham haggling with God and 
winning the argument, to the Israelite mind the justice Abraham obtains from God is based 
on deeply rooted kinship obligations. The argument builds through repetition of the key 
phrase ‘for the sake of’, as Abraham reminds God that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
are creatures of God’s creation, and sparing them is an expression of God’s justice on earth. 

Eighteenth Sunday, Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21–23 
This reflection from the sage Qoheleth is a caution against being attached to possessions. He 
states, with typical deflating frankness, that human effort often involves tedium and sheer 
hard work. And after we endure all that, putting in our best efforts, it may often be the case 
that others get the benefit of our labours, not us, and we can feel that as a great injustice.  

Background to the Readings 
The book of Deuteronomy is the fifth of the five books of the Torah. Deuteronomy is 
organised as a series of addresses by Moses to the people of Israel. The book includes the 
death of Moses and the commissioning of Joshua as the next leader. Its great theme is that 
God has saved his people whom he loves; the people are to remember this, and love and obey 
God as covenant people. Deuteronomic theology and perspective had an influence well 
beyond this book, and shaped the development of early Judaism with its focus on observance 
of the Law as the way of life for God’s people. Authorship remains a mystery to scholars, 
many of whom favour a date in the 7th century B.C. 

Genesis is the first of the five books of Moses known as the Torah, the Pentateuch or the Law. 
Genesis is the story of beginnings: of the universe, of humans, of joys and sorrows, and of the 
relationship between God and all creation, particularly mankind. 

Some scholars divide Genesis into three parts: the Primeval Story (Ch. 1–11) on the earliest 
beginnings of the universe; the Ancestral Story (Ch. 12–36) which introduces ancestors of 
God’s people like Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and his wives, Leah and Rachel; and the second 
part of the Ancestral Story (Ch. 37–50) with its focus on Joseph, son of Jacob. The literary 



genres in Genesis include myths, saga and genealogy, predominantly from two sources but 
from four strands in total. 

To modern eyes, the Book of Ecclesiastes is like an essay on the topic, ‘Is Life Worth Living?’ 
The author, self-described as an elderly man and comfortably off, was a teacher of wisdom 
who adopted the name, Qoheleth. He is like a wise cynic, a sage who keeps us guessing. 
Unlike Job who was angered by the suffering of innocent people, Qoheleth seems unmoved 
and accepts life with a consistent fatalism while advising moderation in all things, to get the 
best out of life. Despite its unorthodox content, Ecclesiastes remained in the scriptures as 
tradition ties the book to Solomon, the prototype of Wisdom leadership. The book, which 
includes autobiographical narrative, proverbs, parables and allegories, was probably written 
late in the 3rd century B.C. when Judea was ruled by Hellenistic kings from Egypt, a period 
during which the Jewish people felt powerless and God seemed remote. 
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