
Second	Reading,	15th	to	18th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
Paul’s	Letter	to	the	Colossians	
In Year C, between the 15th and 18th Sundays in Ordinary Time, we read passages from the 
first three chapters of St Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. Excerpts from the four chapters of the 
Letter to the Colossians are also read every second year from Wednesday in the Twenty-
Second Week through Thursday of the Twenty-Third Week. Colossians is also read on the 
Feast of the Holy Family, on Easter Sunday, and on the Feast of Christ the King (Year C). 

Readings from Colossians – Year C 
Fifteenth Sunday, Colossians 1:15–20 
The hymn at the centre of this passage sings of Jesus’ role in God’s creation, as its firstborn, 
the head of the cosmic body and also of the church. It reflects Jewish tradition by praising the 
role of Wisdom in creation, and it has echoes in the opening chapter of John’s gospel.  
Sixteenth Sunday, Colossians 1:24–28 
Paul reflects on his own sufferings, and on his ministry as a servant of the church and of 
God’s message that is now revealed to pagans as well as Jews. We know the mystery of Christ 
because God has revealed it, and this is what Paul proclaims so that all may be ‘perfect’ in 
Christ. 
Seventeenth Sunday, Colossians 2:12–14 
Through baptism we share in the new life Christ accomplished for us in his death and 
resurrection. Through being nailed to the cross, Christ has overridden the Jewish Law, 
brought us to life with him, and forgiven our sins. 
Eighteenth Sunday, Colossians 3:1–5, 9–11 
Paul’s message is that through baptism we are raised with Jesus so we should avoid being 
caught up in an earthly life. Baptism means we put aside our old behaviour. There is only one 
Christ: we have died with him, been raised with him, and so will share in his glorious coming.  

Background to the Letter to the Colossians 
Colossae was situated alongside the Lycus River, east of Ephesus on a major trade route 
through Asia Minor. In Roman times, it was a minor city overshadowed by neighbours like 
Laodecia but it was well known for its olives and figs, and a thriving wool industry. Late in 
the first century AD, these cities were devastated by earthquake and their populations shifted 
away. This area is located in the south-west of the modern republic of Turkey.  

As a city on a trade route, Colossae had many conquerors and was home to many strands of 
religious belief. This letter sets out to repudiate, with vigour, some false religious views within 
the small Christian community. The priority was to warn the community against a form of 
Gnosticism that was taking hold among them. One view being promoted was that matter is 
evil and that only the spirit is good; the physical world was not of God because a perfect God 
would not have contact with evil. 

A visitor from Colossae, a gentile slave and convert named Epaphras (Col 1:7), had brought 
news and greetings to Paul from this small Christian community, and no doubt stories of 
what was happening. (The Colossians knew Paul by reputation; he had not preached directly 
to them on his earlier journeys.) The letter was then written, with instructions that it should 
be read out to both the Colossians and the community at Laodecia.  



By and large, biblical scholars believe that either Paul wrote the letter himself around 61–63 
A.D.; or it was written by others such as Timothy while Paul was still alive; or it may even 
have been completed or written after Paul’s death. Whoever wrote it was quite familiar with 
Paul’s letters but also had a distinctive writing style not found in letters which Paul certainly 
wrote, such as Romans, Philippians and Galatians.  

Main Themes and Structure of the Letter 
This is one of a number of ways to summarise key themes in the letter: 

§ Christ is cosmic, divine and exalted 
§ The Church is one, world-wide body with Christ as its head 
§ Forgiveness of sin comes through Christ 
§ Christ reigns now, and Christians already share his risen life. 

Brown provides the following structure for the letter: 

§ Address and greeting (1:1–2) 
§ Thanksgiving, prayer and hymn in praise of Christ’s Lordship (1:3–23) 
§ Apostolic office and preaching the mystery revealed by God (1:24–2:5) 
§ Christ’s Lordship vs human ordinances (2:6–23) 
§ Practice: Vices, virtues, household code (3:1–4:6) 
§ Greetings and messages; blessings (4:7–18) 
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