
First	Reading,	19th	to	23rd	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
From the 19th to the 23rd Sundays in Ordinary Time in Year C, the first readings are taken 
from the books of Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), and from the major Old Testament 
prophets, Jeremiah and Isaiah.  

Readings for Ordinary Time — Year C 
Nineteen Sunday, Wisdom 18:6–9 
Those presently under pressure to abandon their faith are strengthened in their resolve to 
resist by recalling Israel’s ancient traditions and their forebears’ fidelity to maintaining the 
Passover, especially when under duress. By trusting the Lord to deal with their oppressors, the 
believers accepted their situation while continuing to ‘chant the hymns of the fathers’. 

Twentieth Sunday, Jeremiah 38:4–6,8–10 
Jeremiah urged Judah to surrender to Babylon, and thereby survive. Because of his opposition 
to the government’s policy of continued resistance, Jeremiah was left in a well to die a traitor’s 
death. However, he was rescued after the intervention of a court official, Ebed-melech, and so 
Jeremiah’s challenging, unpatriotic but prophetic message continued to be heard. 

Twenty-first Sunday, Isaiah 66:18–21 
The message from the final chapter of Isaiah is that God’s glory and honour will be witnessed 
by the whole world. Survivors of the Exile will go out, and then from all directions they will 
bring back to Jerusalem those who have been scattered, to offer sacrifice in the ‘Temple of the 
Lord’ and acknowledge God’s reputation as protector of the chosen people. 

Twenty-second Sunday, Ecclesiasticus 3:19–21, 30–31 
In Middle Eastern culture, one gains merit from not claiming one’s rightful place, thus 
presenting others with the opportunity to promote the humble person to take their rightful 
place. By contrast, one who gives gifts puts others into their debt, making it wise to 
sometimes decline gifts. Humility gives homage to the Lord and thus brings forth his favour.  

Twenty-third Sunday, Wisdom 9:13–18 
In this third and closing section of Solomon’s prayer for Wisdom (Ws 9:1–18), the prayer 
acknowledges the limits of human understanding, with all humanity bound by uncertainty 
and ‘this tent of clay’. Only God can confer true understanding, and does so by granting 
Wisdom and sending God’s ‘holy spirit’ from above.  

Background to the Readings 
Wisdom is one of the five Wisdom books in the Old Testament. It was probably written in 
Greek-speaking Alexandria, capital of Egypt, within 50–100 years of the life of Jesus. It is 
strongly influenced by the dominant Greek philosophical movements of the time such as 
Stoicism, Scepticism and Epicureanism. In this complex book we can note three themes: 
God’s justice rules the world and divine wisdom is required to acquire that insight; God is 
Lord of the universe, of earth, nature and history; God’s wisdom is fully engaged in human 
history and dwells with the human race. The unknown author adopts the persona of Solomon.  

The book of Jeremiah dates the era of the prophet and priest Jeremiah quite precisely in 
626 B.C., with Jeremiah active until the early stages of the Exile in 587 B.C. The book 
contains poetic oracles, stories about the prophet and many rhetorical questions, plus 
additions from those who compiled the various sources over the following centuries. Jeremiah 
comes across as a man of great passion and strong, sometimes shocking language, a man who 



suffered at the hands of the authorities for his preaching, especially against those who 
continued to worship other gods at various shrines. He is a model of unswerving commitment 
to the Lord, to his people, and to the principles of righteousness and justice. 

Isaiah is one of the longest and certainly one of the most important books of the Old 
Testament. Many gospel themes are foreshadowed in the ‘fifth gospel’ as it has been called. In 
addition to the reading of the Servant Songs in Holy Week, it is used frequently during the 
year, and in Advent and Christmas seasons. Isaiah was an eight-century prophet, but the book 
was written over several centuries and probably took its final form between the 4th and 2nd 
centuries B.C. Scholars typically divide it into three parts which they call First Isaiah (Ch. 1–
23, 28–39), Second or Deutero-Isaiah (Ch. 40–55), and Third or Trito-Isaiah (Ch. 56–66). 
A further component, probably no later than the 4th century, is found in Chapters 24–27. 

The writings of Isaiah are distinguished among the Old Testament writings for their 
outstanding literary quality. The eight-century prophet Isaiah was a poet who used vivid and 
powerful images and symbols to convey his message. He manages to preach even 
uncomfortable messages in a style that makes them possible to digest. 

The Book of Ecclesiasticus (also known as Sirach) — one of the five Wisdom books — was 
written in Hebrew about two centuries before Christ. The book emphasises that Wisdom is 
from God, and that we must live in a right relationship with God, in reverence and obedience 
(often translated as ‘fear of the Lord’). 

Further Reading 
Harold A Buetow, Thirst for Life, Meditations/homilies for the Weekdays of the Year, Vol 1, 

St Mark. (for notes on Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom literature). St Paul’s 
Harold A Buetow, The New Out of the Old, Meditations/homilies for the Weekdays of the 

Year, Vol 2, St Matthew. (for notes on the books of Prophecy, Isaiah and Jeremiah) St 
Paul’s 

Harold A Buetow, Rejoicing in Hope, Meditations/homilies for the Weekdays of the Year, Vol 
3, St Luke. (for notes on Wisdom) St Paul’s 

Richard J Clifford S.J., Wisdom. Vol 20, Old Testament, New Collegeville Bible 
Commentary. Liturgical Press 

Jeremy Corley, Sirach. Vol 21, Old Testament, New Collegeville Bible Commentary. 
Liturgical Press  

David N Freedman (ed.), Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Eerdmans 
Leslie J Hoppe O.F.M., Isaiah. Vol 13, Old Testament, New Collegeville Bible Commentary. 

Liturgical Press 
John J Pilch, The Cultural World of the Prophets. The First Reading, Year by Year. Year C. 

Liturgical Press 
Pauline A Viviano, Jeremiah, Baruch. Vol 14, Old Testament, New Collegeville Bible 

Commentary. Liturgical Press 
	


