
First	Reading,	24th	to	26th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
Between the 24th and 26th Sundays in Ordinary Time in Year C, one reading is taken from the 
book of Exodus, and then two readings from the book of Amos, one of the most important 
books among the so-called Minor Prophets.  

Readings for Ordinary Time, Year C 
Twenty-fourth Sunday, Exodus 32:7–11, 13–44 
This report, from the Elohist tradition, describes an angry God threatening to destroy the 
chosen people who have turned away and now worship man-made idols. Moses pleads with 
God that destruction of the people would mean a loss of God’s reputation, as God has already 
rescued them from Egypt and promised them ‘offspring as many as the stars of heaven’. In the 
face of Moses’ very human argument ‘the Lord relented’, and honour is maintained.  

Twenty-fifth Sunday, Amos 8:4–7 
Writing in a period of great prosperity for Israel, Amos rails against the hypocrisy of those 
who defraud the poor and needy, detailing the ways in which they exert their corrupt power. 
Amos warns these people that the Lord will not forget ‘a single thing you have done’.  

Twenty-sixth Sunday, Amos 6:1, 4–7 
In rich and powerful language, Amos strongly condemns those who do not share their surplus 
goods and wealth as they should, but live instead as greedy people ‘who do not care at all’. In 
ominous words, Amos says that their time will come; ‘they will be the first to be exiled’. 

Background to the Readings 
The book of Exodus is the second of the five books of the Torah. It tells the story of how God 
delivered the people from Egypt, and the freedom they gained from the covenant relationship 
they sealed with God in the Ten Commandments given on Mount Sinai. Exodus continues 
the story of Israel’s journey with God begun in Genesis. It is an anthology of liturgy and 
literature from nearly all periods of Israel’s history, possibly reaching a final form in the exilic 
period (6th century B.C.). 

The book of Amos captures the imagination with its ‘in-your-face’ approach, expressed in a 
polished, didactic and impassioned style in this rich and literary text. The book’s prophet, 
Amos, draws our immediate attention to corruption, hypocrisy and injustice, but with a voice 
of hope and encouragement towards greater social justice. There is some evidence that a 
prophet of that name preached in Judah and then travelled to Israel in the first half of the 8th 
century B.C. but scholars are unsure when this ancient text took its final form. 
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