
Second	Reading,	24th	to	26th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
The	First	Letter	to	Timothy	
In Year C, we read three passages from the First Letter to Timothy between the 24th and 26th 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Passages from the six chapters of the First Letter to Timothy are 
also read every second year from Friday in the Twenty-Third Week of Ordinary Time 
through to Saturday of the Twenty-Fourth Week. 

Readings for Ordinary Time – Year C 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday, 1 Timothy 1:12–17 
What is required for ministry within the church is not an unblemished past, as Paul’s own life 
attests, but the abundant grace of God and personal faith in Jesus Christ. It is Christ who 
came to save sinners, to whom God extends infinite patience and mercy.  

Twenty-Fifth Sunday, 1 Timothy 2:1–8 
When the community prays, they should pray for everyone because God wants everyone to be 
saved. Communities should pray and make petition together, without dissension or anger, 
with each person fully involved. 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday, 1 Timothy 6:11–16 
Paul urges Timothy—and us today—to try to be people of faith, people who endure and 
speak the truth until the final days. The closing hymn reminds us that God is our Ruler; it is 
in God’s name we must be faithful in ministry.  

Background to the First Letter to Timothy 
We know from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters that Timothy lived at Lystra in 
south-east Asia Minor, in modern Turkey, and he was probably converted by Paul around 
AD 46.  

When Paul returned four years later, Timothy joined him as a travelling missionary, 
remaining with him through the rest of Paul’s career. Timothy was listed as co-author, with 
Paul, of a number of letters—2 Corinthians, Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Philemon. 
Beyond this basic outline, there is much debate about the details of where Timothy travelled 
and stayed, and when.  

However, what is generally agreed among scholars is that Paul did not write this letter, nor 
the letter to Titus which has a marked similarity to 1 Timothy. In addition, Paul did not 
write 2 Timothy, nor was the writer of 2 Timothy apparently aware of 1 Timothy! These 
three letters are usually referred to as the Pastoral letters, though it is common to link Titus 
and 1 Timothy together, and treat 2 Timothy separately.  

This letter was probably written late in the first century by either a disciple of Paul, or even a 
sympathetic commentator on Paul several decades after his death, ie. between 80 and 100 
AD. Scholars tend to believe that both 1 Timothy and Titus were written either in Ephesus or 
Macedonia.  

Structure and Main Themes of the Letter 
Brown provides the following structure for the letter: 

§ Address, greetings to Timothy (1:1–2) 
§ Warning against false teachers (1:3–11) 



§ Paul’s own career and charge to Timothy (1:12–20) 
§ Ordering of public worship (esp. for men and women) (2:1–15) 
§ Instructions for bishop and deacons (3:1–16) 
§ Correction of false teaching (4:1–5) 
§ Encouragement for Timothy to teach (4:6–5:2) 
§ Instructions for widows, presbyters, and slaves (5:3–6:2) 
§ Warning against false teachers and love of money (6:3–10) 
§ Charge to Timothy (6:11–21a) 
§ Concluding blessing (6:21b) 

There are many ways that the letter’s main themes can be summarised. One summary is: 

§ Community relations and belief 
§ Church structure and order 
§ The importance of true teaching. 
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