
First	Reading,	27th	to	30th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
In Year C, between the 27th and 30th Sundays in Ordinary Time, the readings are from the 
four main groupings in the Old Testament: from the prophets (Habakkuk), the historical 
writings (2 Kings), the Pentateuch (Exodus), and the Wisdom literature (Ecclesiasticus, or 
Sirach as it is sometimes known).  

Readings for Ordinary Time, Year C 
Twenty-seventh Sunday, Habakkuk 1:2–3, 2:2–4 
The prophet Habakkuk is angry because violence between people continues while God seems 
to be a disinterested onlooker. In a vision, God assures Habakkuk that the upright will prevail 
but things may happen slowly. Patience is required; loyalty and faithfulness will be rewarded, 
but in God’s good time. 

Twenty-eighth Sunday, 2 Kings 5:14–17 
Elisha, the man of God, acts as mediator by bringing healing from God into the world of 
needy human beings; in this case, to Naaman. As the man of God, Elisha accepts no gift but 
instead points towards God — ‘as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I accept nothing’. God’s glory 
is attested because Naaman confesses ‘there is no God in all the earth except in Israel’. 

Twenty-ninth Sunday, Exodus 17:8–13 
This passage presents Moses as an heroic figure and God’s instrument. The Israelites can 
defeat the powerful Amalekites while ever Moses can remain upright, with his arms extending 
the ‘staff of God’ that he used in the defeat of Pharaoh when the people escaped from Egypt.  

Thirtieth Sunday, Ecclesiasticus 35:15–17, 20–22 
The sacred writer is concerned to explore the nature of prayer and the right attitude we need 
to have. The Lord listens to all who make their petitions, even those on the outskirts of 
society, ‘the poor’. Prayer requires wholeheartedness, persistence, humility and patience. 

Background to the Readings 
The book of Habakkuk reflects its time (7th century B.C.) when the southern kingdom, 
Judah, was on the edge of ruin and exile, and Jerusalem was soon to fall, along with the 
Temple. The book is succinct and candid, with chilling judgments on what is to come. One 
marked feature is its dialogue style, with God and the prophet Habakkuk having an honest, 
often moving conversation about life and events. Habakkuk complains to God, challenging a 
lack of responsiveness, as he sees it. God responds, assuring the prophet that justice will be 
served in the end, affirming God as our hope and salvation in times of trouble.  

The two books of Kings give a retrospective history of Israel from the birth of Samuel to the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. The books report the achievements of the kings in the 
northern and southern kingdoms, focussing on their fidelity to Yahweh.  

The book known as 2 Kings picks up the story of the two independent kingdoms from 
1 Kings and then recounts the history of the southern kingdom, Judah, until its destruction. 
The stories usually alternate between the righteous kings and the wicked kings. The book 
culminates in the reforms of Josiah, and closes with the exile into Babylon during the reign of 
Zedekiah. The story of the prophet Elisha is covered in Chapters 1–13. 

The book of Exodus is the second of the five books of the Torah. It tells the story of how God 
delivered the people from Egypt, and the freedom they gained from the covenant relationship 
they sealed with God in the Ten Commandments given on Mount Sinai. Exodus continues 



the story of Israel’s journey with God begun in Genesis. It is an anthology of liturgy and 
literature from nearly all periods of Israel’s history, possibly reaching a final form in the exilic 
period (6th century B.C.). 

The Book of Ecclesiasticus (also known as Sirach)—one of the five Wisdom books—was 
written in Hebrew about two centuries before Christ. The book emphasises that Wisdom is 
from God, and that we must live in a right relationship with God, in reverence and obedience 
(usually translated as ‘fear of the Lord’). 
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