
Second	Reading,	27th	to	30th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
The	Second	Letter	to	Timothy	
In Year C, we read passages from the Second Letter to Timothy between the 27th and 30th 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Passages from the four chapters of the Second Letter to Timothy 
are also read every second year from Wednesday to Saturday in the Ninth Week of Ordinary 
Time. 

Readings from 2 Timothy – Year C 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday, 2 Timothy 1:6–8,13–14 
Paul encourages Timothy to carry on his ministry boldly, to rely on God’s power in hardship, 
and to remain faithful to the teaching he has learnt from Paul, knowing always that the Spirit 
dwells within us. 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday, 2 Timothy 2:8–13 
Paul affirms the essence of the gospel for which he is now suffering, namely that Jesus rose 
from the dead. The good news is both liberated, and liberating for those who preach it. The 
closing hymn assures Timothy, and us, that fidelity to Christ means victory with the Lord. 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday, 2 Timothy 3:14–4:2 
Paul encourages us to stick to the truths we have been taught from our earliest days as 
believers, and especially to use the scriptures as our guide. It is a sworn duty to proclaim the 
word, and to persist even when the message is unwelcome; but always as a patient teacher.  

Thirtieth Sunday, 2 Timothy 4:6–8,16–18 
As a last testament, Paul urges Timothy, and all Christians, to give their best until the very 
end for that is the way to achieve ‘the crown of righteousness’. Even though he’d known times 
when all others deserted him, Paul affirms that in his own life the Lord always stood by him, 
providing power to Paul’s preaching of the word, and always brought him to safety. 

Background 
We know from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters that Timothy lived at Lystra in 
south-east Asia Minor in what we know as Turkey, and he was probably converted by Paul 
around AD 46. When Paul returned four years later, Timothy joined him as a travelling 
missionary, remaining with him through the rest of Paul’s career. Timothy was listed as co-
author, with Paul, of a number of letters (2 Corinthians, Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 
Philemon). Beyond this basic outline, there is much conjecture about the details of where 
Timothy travelled, where he stayed, and when.  

This letter contains a significant amount of biographical material about Paul. While some text 
may have originated with Paul, most scholars agree that he did not write the whole letter. In 
addition, it seems that 2 Timothy was written before 1 Timothy, and may be designated as 
‘Second’ because it refers to a period at the end of Paul’s life and therefore after the setting for 
1 Timothy, or simply because it was shorter. 

These three letters—Titus, 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy—are normally referred to as the 
Pastoral letters.  

Those who believe that Paul wrote this letter date it around 64 AD at the end of Paul’s 
prolonged imprisonment in Rome, but it was more likely written by a close follower shortly 



after Paul’s death, as a farewell testament. Alternatively, it was written closer to the end of the 
century, at a similar time to Titus and 1 Timothy. It may have been written from Rome.  

Whoever the author was, the letter remains a powerful, eloquent and passionate appeal that 
the missionary work that Paul started, should ‘continue beyond his death through generations 
of disciples’ (Brown).  

Structure and Main Themes 
Brown breaks up the letter in the following way: 

§ Address, greetings to Timothy; recollection of his family background (1:1–5) 
§ Encouragement to Timothy from Paul in prison, feeling abandoned (1:6–18) 
§ Instruction on faithful preaching of the gospel (2:1–13) 
§ Examples of true teaching vs false teaching (2:14–3:9) 
§ Final encouragement to Timothy based on the example of Paul in prison, about to die 

(3:10–4:8) 
§ Practical charges to come and be wary; Paul’s situation (4:9–18) 
§ Concluding greetings and benediction (4:19–22) 

There are many ways that the letter’s main themes can be summarised. One summary is: 

§ The resurrection of Jesus and his messianic role are at the heart of Paul’s preaching 
§ After his death, Paul’s ministry is to continue through Timothy 
§ Timothy ministry should use Paul as a model of fidelity and boldness, of persistence in 

the face of error and physical danger. 
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