
First	Reading,	31st	to	34th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
In Year C, between the 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time and the Feast of Christ the King, one 
reading is taken from the Book of Wisdom, one from the Second Book of Maccabees, one 
from the minor prophet Malachi, and one from Second Book of Samuel.  

The Feast of Christ the King closes the Church’s liturgical year.  

Readings for Ordinary Time, Year C 
Thirty-first Sunday, Wisdom 11:22–12:2 
This passage expresses the intimate link between God the creator, and all created things in 
which God’s creative spirit lives. The Lord, who can do all things, is capable of showing 
mercy. He does not hate what is created but is a lover of all created life, and ‘little by little’ 
corrects and admonishes those who sin, to remind them to repent and ‘abstain from evil’.  

Thirty-second Sunday, 2 Maccabees 7:1–2, 9–14 
This story follows the story of the torture and death of Eleazar who was persecuted because of 
his faith. The seven brothers, who also refused to break the Law, give testimony to the Judaic 
belief in resurrection, and their deeply held, life-sustaining belief that God will raise them up.  

Thirty-third Sunday, Malachi 3:19–20 
Malachi describes a day of reckoning for the wicked in dramatic terms such as fire ‘burning 
like a furnace’, reflecting contemporary beliefs about the end times. On the other hand, those 
in a right relationship with God (‘those who fear my name’), will be healed by the ‘sun of 
righteousness’. 

Feast of Christ the King, 2 Samuel 5:1–3 
Against a backdrop of continuing tensions between the peoples of the north and south in 
ancient Palestine, their leaders approach David to be ‘the leader of Israel’. When David 
accepts, he makes a pact with them before the Lord, then they anoint him as their king. 

Background to the Readings 
Wisdom was probably written in Greek-speaking Alexandria, capital of Egypt, within 50–100 
years of the life of Jesus. It is strongly influenced by the dominant Greek philosophical 
movements of the time like Stoicism, Scepticism and Epicureanism. In this complex book we 
can note three themes: God’s justice rules the world and divine wisdom is required to acquire 
that insight; God is Lord of the universe, of earth, nature and history; God’s wisdom is fully 
engaged in human history and dwells with the human race. The unknown author adopts the 
persona of Solomon.  

The two books of Maccabees give us overlapping but somewhat differing accounts of Jewish 
resistance to Seleucid persecution in the early second century B.C., and the assumption of 
power by the leaders of the resistance, the Maccabees or Hasmoneans.  

The Second Book of Maccabees provides details of the events leading up to the revolt led by 
Judas Maccabeus, ending with the defeat of Nicanor in 161 B.C. The book portrays Judas 
Maccabeus as the ideal Jewish warrior, praying before and after battles and observing the 
Sabbath and Jewish rituals. The bulk of the book (Ch 3–15) concerns three major battles. 
The book may have been completed by 124 B.C and is apparently derived from writings of 
Jason of Cyrene that do not survive. Its major theme is the holiness and inviolability of the 
Temple under the protection of the God of Israel. It is also noted for martyrdom stories, 



especially that of the mother and her seven sons (7:1–42). These provide insights into Jewish 
beliefs about reward and punishment, life after death, and bodily resurrection. 

The prophecies of Malachi or ‘my messenger’ were addressed to the Jewish community, 
probably in the first half of the 6th century when life was somewhat chaotic after the Exile. 
Malachi condemns the behaviour of priests and people for their lack of faith in God. He 
points out the day of the Lord is coming; it will be heralded by a forerunner who will prepare 
the way by urging repentance and true worship. 

The books of Samuel are referred to as ‘historical books’ and are part of a larger continuous 
history of the Israelites, from their entrance to Canaan under Joshua to the deportation to 
Babylon in 587 B.C.  

As in I Samuel, the authors of the Second Book of Samuel make use of older materials, dating 
back to the time of David and Solomon. Both books are keenly interested in power. In the 
reformist or Deuteronomist view expressed in these books, all power devolves from the Lord, 
and in a covenant society the use of power must comply with the covenant. II Samuel follows 
on from 1 Samuel, picking up the rise of King David, his reign, and his family, with some 
appendices in Ch. 21–24. Like I Samuel, the history was composed in the time of King Josiah 
(640–609 B.C.) and underwent later development during the Exilic period. 
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