
Second	Reading,	31st	to	34th	Sundays	:	Year	C,	2022	
Paul’s	Second	Letter	to	the	Thessalonians	
In Year C we read St Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians between the 31st and 33rd 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Passages from the three chapters of 2 Thessalonians are also read 
every second year from Monday to Wednesday in the Twenty-First Week.  

On the Feast of Christ the King, which brings the Church’s liturgical year to a close, we read 
from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. 

Readings from 2 Thessalonians – Year C 
Thirty-First Sunday, 2 Thessalonians 1:11–2:2 
It is by God’s grace that prayer integrates our best intentions and our faith so that Jesus is 
glorified. We therefore need to remain firm in faith and not be deceived by rumours and false 
expectations of Jesus’ return. 

Thirty-Second Sunday, 2 Thessalonians 2:16–3:5 
Prayer is at the core of our relationship with God who encourages and strengthens us. 
Through prayer we remain faithful to the Lord who is faithful to us, and we can remain in the 
love of God, enduring like Christ so that the word of God continues to spread. 

Thirty-Third Sunday, 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12 
All members of the community are encouraged to follow Paul’s own example by accepting the 
burden of hard work, and avoiding the temptation to sit back and wait for the Lord’s coming, 
relying on others to supply food while causing strife and dissention within the community.  

Feast of Christ the King, Colossians 1:12–20 
The hymn at the centre of this passage sings of Jesus’ role in God’s creation, as its firstborn, 
the head of the cosmic body, and also of the church. All things are reconciled and perfected 
through and in Jesus, ‘the Beginning’. The hymn reflects Jewish tradition by praising the role 
of Wisdom in creation, and it has echoes in the opening chapter of John’s gospel. 

Background 
Thessalonica was a port city in Macedonia, in the north of modern Greece. With its location 
on the Egnatian Way, the main Roman road from Italy to what is now Istanbul, Thessalonica 
was an important city in Paul’s time—commercially, economically and politically. And as a 
crossroads, it had a cosmopolitan population, including a Jewish community in whose 
synagogue Paul preached.  

Paul went to this area by the early 40s, after a long ministry from 34–38 AD during which he 
was based in Antioch. The first letter to the Thessalonians is acknowledged as the earliest 
Christian writing we have, written by Paul about 49 AD. However, this second letter raises 
many complex questions about authorship, intended audience, and even the meaning of some 
sections. While earlier opinion held it was written by Paul around 51–52 AD, modern 
scholars believe that it was probably not written by him and may date from much later, even 
90 AD, when apocalyptic concerns — debates about when Jesus would return — were 
prominent.  

In 2 Thessalonians, the use of the Greek word parousia is important; it captures ideas of the 
imminent but future coming of Jesus in glory, linked with a sense of global finality. 



If the letter’s strong focus on the coming of the Lord Jesus provides guidance on ‘why’ and 
‘when’ the letter was written, it does so without clarifying if the audience was a specific 
community or if the letter was intended for a more general or wider audience. If Paul did 
write the letter, then he was probably writing from Corinth. 

Main Themes and Structure of the Letter 
There are many ways to summarise the letter’s main themes. One summary is: 

§ The day of the Lord is coming, though not here yet; the Kingdom always faces 
opposition  

§ Courage, constant effort and endurance are required in the face of suffering and 
persecution 

§ The truth of the gospel is at the core of the salvation that comes from God.  

The structure of the letter is: 

§ Greeting (1:1–2) 
§ Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ faith and love which will save them at the parousia 

when their persecutors will be published; continued prayer for them (1:3–12) 
§ Instruction on signs that proceed the parousia (2:1–12) 
§ Thanksgiving and instructions on God’s choosing them for salvation (2:13–17) 
§ Paul requests prayers and prays for them (3:1–5) 
§ Ethical admonitions and exhortations (3:6–15) 
§ Concluding blessing, greeting (3:16–18) 

Background to Colossians (Feast of Christ the King) 
The Letter to the Colossians sets out to repudiate some false views within the small 
community of Christians at Colossae. It presents Christ as the cosmic Messiah, and the 
Church as one worldwide body with Christ as its head. Christ reigns now, and Christians 
share his risen life. The letter was most likely written by someone who knew Paul’s writing 
well. It has been dated from as early as 65 A.D. to as late as 90 A.D. Some scholars, however, 
think it was written by Paul or by Timothy from Rome (61–63) or Ephesus (54–56). 
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